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Are the Methodiata Difponters 


— — 1 


H AD a queſtion like this been agitated in England two 
hundred years ago, it would have been of great importance to thoſe 
whom it concerned, as life or death might have been the conſe- 
quence of the deciſion, 

At preſent, bleſſed be the Lord, it is but of little moment, _ 
further than the Methodiſts chooſe to make it ſo, by laying ſuc 
ſtreſs upon it as to cauſe a diviſion among themſelves... Of this 
there is ſome danger; owing to a want of candour, humility, and 
a better acquaintance with Fits ; or, perhaps, to @ fear of the 
cross of Christ. | | 
I know that we are not without enemies, who would rejoice to 
ſee our union broken, and our honour laid in the duſt, Theſe are 

not wanting in their endeavours to ſow diſcord among us: but our 
truſt is in God, that he will till preſerve us in unity with each 
other. This is my heart's defire and prayer to him continually ; 
and with a ſingle eye to this, believing it my yy, I ſend out this 


e Should it do no goody I hope it will do no hurt. The 
proſperity of the Methodiſt-cauſe lies very near my heart; and 


though, I hope, I ſhallever be a determined advocate for universal, 
unrestrained liberty of conscience, and an enemy to every Species 
of coercton in matters purely religious; yet, as I owe much to the 
Methodiſts, as by their means I was brought to God, I feel myſelf 
in a ſpecial manner concerned for the welfare of the connettion.. 
It is for this reaſon alone, that I have reſiſted every temptation 
that has been thrown in my way to ſettle, For, modes of 3 
are, in my eſteem, ſo trivial, and names ſo much more ſo, that 

ſhould heartily deſpiſe myſelf if I found my mind concerned about 
them, provided they be not of an idolatroda nature. I know not 
that I have any thing to hope, or to fear, from either churchmen 
or diſſenters ; and, as my conſcience is not concerned in the queſ- 
tion, I conſider myſelf as quite diſintereſted in the reſult of my in- 
qanes, and write merel Gr the ſake of others. I thank God for 


this liberty, and ſhould be glad to ſee all Chriſtians, in this ſenſe, 
even as Iam, But, alas! this is ſo far from being the caſe, that 


A 2 | ſome 
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ſome good men on both ſides the queſtion, ſeem willing ſooner te 
have the brethren divided, than to yield to each other in this parti- 
cular. Hence we hear of ſome who are vehemently exclaiming 
againſt our having any thing to do with the Church, while others, 
equally rigid, are crying out againſt even allowing Diſſenters to be 
among us, and wiſhing ſuch to ſeparate, and leave the ſociety !!! 
What can a candid, real Methodist do in this caſe? I look up- 
on my ſelf in this * My principles, as tens of thouſands can 
witneſs, are ſtrictly metholiflical,* And there 1s no diſpute 
about them, nor about any eſſential truth of the goſpel ; nor is there 
any diſpute about worldly wealth, or honour ; the {imple queſtios 
is, Are we Dissenters, or are we Church-people ? | 
In conſidering this point, I ſhall, in the firſt place, take a ſur- 
vey of the riſe and firſt ſlate of Methodiſm ; I ſhall, ſecondly, 
ſhew what alterations have been made therein ; thirdly, I ſhall 
ſum up the reaſons for, and againſt the*queſtion, and point out 
what we really are ; and fourthly, propoſe the moſt likely method, 
in = judgment, to keep our people together, | 
A at was Methodiſm at firſt ? 
I cannot anſwer this queſtion better than it is done already by 
Mr. Weſley, in the Arminian Magazine, Vol. XII. p. 11—1g. 
1, Two young clergymen, not very remarkable any way, of 
middle age, Novi a tolerable meaſure of health, though rather 
weak than flirong, 3 about ſifty years ago, to call ſinners to re- 
pentance. This they did for ſome time, in many of the Churches 
in and about London. But two difficulties aroſe; firſt, The 
Churches were ſo crouded, that many of the pariſhioners could not 
get in: ſecondly, They preached new dottrines ; That we are 
laved by Faith, and, that without holiness no man could ee the 
Lord. For one or other of theſe reaſons, they were not long 
ſuffered to preach in the Churches. They ifs preached in 
Moorhelds, in Kennington-common, and in many other places. 
The fruit of their preaching quickly appeared. Many ſinners 
were changed both in heart and life, But it ſeemed, this could 
not continue long : for, every one clearly ſaw, theſe preachers 
would quickly wear themſelyes out : and no clergyman dared to 
aſſiſt them, But ſoon one and another, though not ordained, offered 
to aſſiſt them, God gave a ſignal bleſſing to their word. Many 
ſinners were thoroughly convinced of fin, and many truly converted 
to God, Their aſſiſtants increaſed hoth in ms. Aa and in the 
ſucceſs of their labours. Some of them were learned, {ome un- 
learned : moſt of them were young : a few rl ſome of 
them were weak : ſome, on the contrary, of remarkably ſtron 
underſtanding. But it pleaſed God to own them all, ſo that more 
and more brands were plucked out of the burning. R 
2, [i 


See my Sermon entitled, Methodiſm ſet forth and defended.” 
Preached at the opening of Portland-Chapel, Bristol. 


| E 

2. It may be obſerved that theſe a all this time, had 
no plan at all. They only went hither and thither, wherever they 
had a proſpett of ſaving ſouls from death. But when more and 
more aſked, ** What muſt I do to be ſaved ? They were defired 
to meet all together, Twelve came the firſt Thurſday night; 2 1 
the next: ſoon after, a hundred. And they continued to increa e, 
till three or four- and-twenty years ago, the London Society 
amounted to 2,800, | | 

3: But how ſhould this multitude of people be kept together ? 
And how ſhould it be known, Whether t 0 walked worthy of 
their profeſſion? They were providentially led, when they were 
thinking on another thin (namely, paying the youre debt) to 
divide all the people into little Companies, or Claſles, according to 
their places of abode, and appoint one perſon in each Claſs, to ſee 
all the reſt weekly. By this means it was quickly diſcovered, if _ 
of them lived in any known fin, If they did, they were firſt ad- 
| — and when adjudged incorrigible, excluded from the 

ociety, _- . 

= This diviſion of the people, and excluſion of thoſe that 
walked diſorderly, without any reſpett of * were ſteps 
which few other communities had, To theſe, as the ſocieties 
increaſed, was ſoon added another. The ſtewards of the ſocieties 
in each diſtrift were deſired to meet the preachers once a quarter in 
ſome central place, to give an account of the ſpiritual and temporal 
ſlate of their ſeveral ſocieties, The uſe of theſe quarterly meetings 
was ſoon found to be exceeding great; in 2 of which, 
they were gradually ſpread to all the ſocieties in the kingdom. | 

5. In order to increaſe the union between the preachers (as well 
as that of the people) they were deſired to meet all together in 
London; and {ome time after a ſele& number of them. After- 
wards, for more convenience, they met at London, Bristol, and 
Leeds, alternately, They ſpent a few days together in this general 
conference, in conſidering what might moſt conduce to the general 
good, The reſult was immediately ſignified to their brethren : - - 
and they ſoon found, that what St. Paul obſerves of the whole 
church, may be, in a meaſure, applied to every part of it, The 
whole body being filly framed together, and compacted by that 
which every joint Supplieth, maketh increase of the body, to the 
edijying of itself in love, Eph. iv. 16. 

6. That this may be the more effeftually done, they have an- 
other excellent help in the conſtant change of preachers ; it being 
their rule, that no preacher ſhall remain in the ſame circuit more 
than two years together, and few of them more than one year. 
Some indeed have imagined, that this was a hindrance to the work 
of God ; but long experience, in every part of the kingdom, proves 
the contrary, This has always ſhewn, that the people profit leſs 
by any one perſon, than by a variety of reachers: - while they 

| Us'd the ifis on each beſtow'd, | 
Temper'd by the art of God, 


7. Together 


1 


7. Together with theſe helps, which are peculiar to their own 
ſociety, they have all thoſe which are enjoyed in common hy the 
other members of the church of England. Indeed they have been 
long preſſed to ſeparate from it, to which _ have had tempta- 
tions of every kind, But they cannot—they dare not—they will 
not ſeparate from it, while they can remain therein with a clear - 
conſcience. It is true, if any ſinful terms of communion were 
impoſed upon them, then they would be conſtrained to ſeparate ; 
but as this is not the caſe at preſent, we rejoice to continue therein, 

8. See page 48. This is a new phenomenon ! I never ſaw, 
heard, or read of any thing like it. The Methodiſts will not ſe- 

arate from the church, although continually reproached for doin 
zit; although it would free them from abundance of inconveni- 
ences, and make their path much ſmoother and eaſier ; although 
many of their friends earneſtly adviſe and their enemies provoke 
them to it; the clergy in particular, moſt of whom, far from 
thanking them for continuing in the church, uſe all the means in 
their power, fair and unfair, to drive them out of it, 

9. One circumſtance more 1s quite peculiar to the people called 
Methodiſts ; that is, the terms upon which any perſon may be ad- 
mitted into their ſociety.—-They do not impose, in order to their 
admission, any opinions whatever, Let them hold particular 
or general redemption, absolute or conditional decrees ; let them 
be churchmen or dissenters, presbyterians or independents, it is 
no obstacle, Let them choose one mode of worship or another, it 
is no bar to their admission. The presbyterian may be a presby- 
terian still: the independent, or anabaptist, use his own mode of 
worship; o may the quaker ; and none will contend with him 
about it.— They think and let think. One condition, and one 
only is required—A REAL DESIRE tO SAVE THE $0UL,—Where 
this is, it is enough; they defire no more; they lay ſtreſs upon 
nothing elſe. They aſk only, Is thine heart herein as my heart? 
if it be, give me thy hand.“ | 

II. Such was the original ſlate of Methodiſm, Let us now 
conſider what alterations 2 been made therein. 

1. It is certain there is no alteration in the doftrines of the 
Methodiſts : theſe are exafily the ſame they were at firſt, It is true, 
there were a few expreſſions, which Mr. Weſley and his brother 
uſed in the beginning, which they thought proper to alter, as they 
* ſuppoſed them not ſo clear and defenſible as they might have been, 

But there is not the leaſt change in any point which they ever con- 
ſidered of any moment. Some ber Gan inſinuated that we had 
changed our opinions; but it is not true, We believe as firm 
as ever, the total depravity of human nature by the fall of Adam, 
and the redemption of the world by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. We 
believe and enforce as ſtrongly as ever, the neceſhty of repentance, 

juſtification by faith, the new birth, and entire ſanftification. 


2, The 
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2. The praftice of the Methodiſts is as uniform as ever. I have 
heard the contrary affirmed; but it was by thoſe who neither 

knew nor loved us. I do not know that there is a man in 
England that is better acquainted with our people than I am; and 
I declare, that the Methodiſts are ſo far from 2 a fallen or a 
falling people, that, as far as I can judge, there never was a time 
when there was more real religion among us than there is now. 
Tens of thouſands in our ſociety are truly alive to God, and are an 
ornament to their profeſſion; and if a few are found otherwiſe, it is 
not to be wondered at: it is rather a wonder there are not more. 
Glory be to God for the grace that keeps us! 

g. If there be any alteration in the diſcipline, I know nothing 
of it: it lands unaltered in our rules. And inſtead of the preachers 
relaxing in the enforcement of it, they are, if poſſible, more ſtrift 
than ever. Improper 8 are excluded as rigorouſly as at firſt, 
without regarding whether they be poor or rich, I call upon any 
that think otherwiſe, to point out the perſons in any place who wal 
diſorderly, and ſee if we do not put them away immediately. Thoſe 
who will not do this, and yet blame us, are unreaſonable, unchari- 
table people, | 


4. The only 2 in which any alteration could take 
place, is What may be called our Church Government. This in 


one ſenſe might be included in diſcipline ; but I made a diſtinttion, 


becauſe I wiſhed to reduce the ſubjett to as narrow a compaſs as 


ſible, By church $ 


overnment, I mean the office of the miniſters, 
eaders, ſtewards, and truſtees, the manner of conduAting public 
worſhip, and all rites or ceremonies, 

1. The leaders are appointed in the ſame manner, and their 
office is exatily the ſame as it has been theſe forty years. They 
are the proper repreſentatives of the people, They watch over the 
ſouls committed to their care; and (to compare ſmall things with 


great) they are, in every place, to the preacher, what the parlia- 
ment is to the king, 


only no one can be a proper leader in our con- 
neQtion, unleſs he 


appointed by the preacher ; but the preachers 
always take the ſenſe of the leaders in a 


8 one, and only 


appoint ſuch as are generally approved o 
2. The office of the ſtewards is the very ſame as at the begin- 
ning. They receive the money from the leaders, defray the ex- 
pences, and keep the accounts. I know of no difference in this 
office from what it was at firſt, If there be any thing negleQed in 
what concerns a ſteward, it is the permitting, contrary to an ex- 
22 rule, a ſteward to/be in office above two years together. 
owever holy or uſeſul a man may be, the breach of this rule is a 
real evil in our connection. It puts an improper degree of power in- 
to the hands of a few men (in ſome places of one man) and excludes 
others from the office, who are thereby kept ignorant of the affairs 
of the ſociety, and conſequently not ſo much concerned for its wel- 


fare, If che being a ſteward be a privilege, why ſhould not every 
be | proper 
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proper perſon enjoy the honour of it in his turn? If it ba only 


a cross, why ſhould not every one take it up ? 

. With reſpe& to truſtees, their office is not ſo much a 
Methodiſt-rule, as a legal concern, Their trust-deed being en- 
rolled in Chancery, ſpecifies their duty and their power. Wich 
theſe therefore we have e do, only as friends, but accor- 
ding to the deed of the houſe which they have in truſt. 

4. Thus far there is no deviation from our firſt plan. Every 
thing is juſt as it was half a century ago. And although there has 
been a great ſtir in ſome 2 about the change in the time ande 
manner of public worſhip,” and the ordination of ſome of the 
preachers, there is no ground for any one to be uneaſy ; as there is 
nothing done but what was for the people's good, and what ſeemed 
neceſſary in the order of Providence. This will beſt appear, 
reviewing the whole affair from the beginning. And as the ordi- 
nation of the pony, and the alteration of the time and manner 
of public worſhip are, in ſeveral reſpetts, conneQed together, we 
may conſider them under the ſame head. A 

Before I proceed, I think it right to obſerve, that as Mr. Weſley 
muſt be brought forward, as being chiefly concerned in every altera- 
tion that has been made, (for his power was nearly unlimited) no- 
thing that will be ſaid is intended as the ſmalleſt reflection upon his 
character. My Sow of this truly great man are publiſhed to the 
world ; and many of my friends, both preachers and people, tell me - 
they think it the beſt charafter of him that has yet ſeen the light. 

I verily believe he always did the beſt he could according to the 
light he had. I have not a doubt of the ſincerity of his profeſſions 
reſpetting the Church, I am ſure he loved the ſervice in the 
church manner. But it is certain he was often perplexed concern- 
ing the degree of conformity which he ought to obſer ve with regard 

to the Governors, and Government of the Church. The followin 
extratt from a letter of his to his Brother Mr, Charles Weſley, will 

ſhew his mind herein in the cleareſt light, | 

| & Plymouth-Dock, Aug. 19. 1785. 

&« For theſe forty years I have been in doubt _—_—_— that 

tion, What obedience is due to Heatheniſh Prieſts and Mitred 

nfide ls ? 

I have from time to time propoſed my doubts to the moſt om 
and ſenſible Clergymen I knew. But they gave me no ſatisfattion : 
rather they ſeemed to be puzzled as well as me. Someobedience 
. Ialways paid to the Biſhops, in obedience to the laws of the land. 
But I cannot ſee, that I am under any obligation to obey them far- 
ther than thoſe laws require. 

It is in obedience to thoſe laws, that I have never exerciſed in 
England, the power which I believe God has given me. | 

I firmly believe I am a ſcriptural Emoxon®@-* as much as 


8 any man in Eugland or in Europe, (For the Uninterrupted Sue- 
| cession 
be Bisſiop. 


{3 3 
cession I know to be a fable, which no man ever did or can prove.) 
But this does in no wiſe interfere with my remaining in the Church 
of England: from which, I have no more deſire to ſeparate than 
I had fifty years ago. When Mr. Smyth preſt us to © ſeparate 
from the Church,” he meant, Go to Church no more,” And 
this was what I meant ſeven-and-twenty years ago, when 1 
erſuaded our brethren Not to ſeparate from the Church.“ 
hat then are you frighted at ? I no more ſeparate from it now 
than I did in the year 1758. I ſubmit ſtill, (though ſometimes 
with a doubting conſcience) to Mitred Infidels.“ See the whole of 
the letter, Armin. Mag, Vol. 1x. page 50. 

The occaſion of Mr, Weſley's writing this letter to his Bro- 
ther, was to vindicate his condutt in ordaining Miniſters, which ap- 
peared to Mr. Charles as a total renunciation of the Church, and a 
grievous ſin, For, 2 he hardly ever went to Church, and was 
no more under the juriſdiction of a Biſhop than J am, yet he was 
ſo attached to the Name of a Church-man, that I heard him 
ſay, he ſhould be afraid to meet his father's Spirit in Paradiſe, ifhe 
left the Church! Mr. John Weſley, on the other hand, as we 
have ſeen, remained therein with a doubting conscience. If we 
keep this in view, we may eaſily excuſe Mr, Weſley inevery ſtep 
he took ; and inſtead of blaming him, or wondering at what he has 
done, we ſhall rather be forced to admire his conduRt, as happily 
concentring in himſelf the wideſt extremes of ſtrong attachment 
to the Church on one hand, ſupported by prudence and honour ; 
and a willingneſs to give up any thing that belonged to it, on the 
other, when he. ſaw a more excellent way, though it ſhould be 
attended with the reproach of being unſteady. | 

But wherein did Mr. Weſley make any alterations? I anſwer, 
He changed the Time of ſervice in the Foundry from being early 
in the morning only, on Sundays as well as other days, to Church- 
Hours on Sunday in the forenoon. And notwithſtanding the in- 
ſignificance of this change it was the real ſource of every altera- 
tion that followed, For, as Mr, Weſley could not always be in 
London, and at that time his Brother alſo travelled, he hired Clergy 


men to ſupply his place when abſent, and to aſſiſt him when his Bro 


ther was abſent, They had the full, regular ſervice of the Church, 
and the Lord's Supper every Sunday; and being performed by 
epiſcopally ordained Miniſters, the generality of the people did not 
conſider it as diſſenting from the Church though they had no more 
to do with the Church, as to real conneftion or ſubordination than 
with the Jews: This practice has continued in London ever ſince. 
Had the Clergymen that Mr. Wefley employed been men of 
abilities, it is — this deviation from the firſt 10 would not 
have operated as it did, at leaſt not ſo powerfully, But this was far 
from being the caſe, Some of them were far inferior, to many .of 
the local Preachers, Hence the Parſons were employed to read the 
prayers and adminiſter the on” Supper, and frequently one * 
| "MC 
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the Preachers preached, and after a time, read the prayers alſo, and 
"that in four or hive Preaching-Houſes in London. 
I The reader will naturally conclude that theſe changes did not 
take place without ſome diſcontent. Some of the diſcerning peo- 
25 ſaw where this tended, and wiſhed to oppoſe it, but could not. 
Ihe Preachers, conſidering preaching the Cbfpel a the chief work 
of a Miniſter of Chriſt, were willing to put up with this hetero- 

geneous mixture, for the ſake of doing good, And thoſe Who loved 
the Preachers, were careleſs about any thing elſe, if they could but 
hear the preaching which was ſo much bleſt to their ſo U and all 
ſubmitted, however reluftantly, to Mr, Welley. 

In time, I know not exattly when, nor is it worth while to look, 
the ſame method was adopted in Briſtol, where Mr, Charles Weſley 
had ſettled, only with this difference, none of the Preachers, I 
belieye ever Ante there in church hours. os 

Some of the people in the country conſidered this plan as a 
great indulgence to thoſe cities, and wiſhed to enjoy the ſame pri- 
vilege ; while others looked upon it as a criminal departure from 
original Methodiſm. In the city of Norwich greater liberty till 
Was allowed: Preachers were authoriſed to baptize and ' adminiſter 
the Lord's Supper; but this did, not long continue, Mr. Charles 
Weſley was 55 much againft it. And very few places, except 
London and Briſtol, had the ſervice in Suck hours, till the year 
1782. At that time there was a manifeſt relaxation in ſome thin 
relating to the Church, upon Which great ſtreſs had been laid, 'See 


Armin. Mag. Vol. v. p. 152. 


In the year 1776, the Rev. Dr. Coke left the Church, and 
joined our conneftion, He is the only Clergyman that ever was 
in the connetiion as a proper travelling Preacher. All the others have 
been chiefly confined to London, as Mr. Wefley's. Curates, and 
many of the Preachers conſidered them as perfetily diſtintt from 
| the body. as they did other diſſenting Miniſters, ©  _ ©, 
I T ſhould not have mentioned any thing about the Cletgymen 
(for 1 wiſh not to offend them) but m obſeA tequited it. For, 
their coming out of the Church pained the minds of many of the 
Preachers, I, for one, always reafoned thus: We profeis to be 
Church people, and to love the Church; and yet take the converted 
Miniſters out of it, The Church ſtands greatly in need of them; 
our connettion does not, They may do good in the Church, and 
we cannot get admittance there; but what good did they ever do 
among us? I it be not finful 4. the Church, is it not a 
fin to leave it ? Is it not going out of the order of God ? I am 
as much a Church Miniſter in the eye of the law, and in common 
ſenſe, as any Clergyman that voluntarily throws off the juriſdiction 
of the Biſhops, and preaches conflantly in diſſenting Meeting- 
houſes, If Clergymen were perſecuted for the truth, and driven 
out of the Church, as Mr. Weſley and his brother were, we are read} 
to receive them with open arms; but when they leave the 9 of 
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their own accord, influenced by any other motive than believing it ſin- 
ful to ſtay, they are much more Diſſenters than any of the Methodiſt 
Preachers; and whether deſignedly fo, or not, they are in reality, 
ſapping the very foundation of the Church, TI often mentioned this 
to bot Preachers and People, and many times, as many can witneſs, 
told Mr. Welley all my 55 upon this ſubject; and Þ believe, 
what I ſaid contributed in ſome meaſure to prevent a ſcheme from. 
taking place, which would have diſgraced the whole body ofPreachers 
had they ſubmitted to it. There was a deſign formed to place a 
Clergy man ineachofourlarge Places, to officiateas they doinLondon, 
and the Preachers were to goon as uſual, Who formed this Yeſign, 
firſt, I will not ſay; but it rouſed the honeſt indignation of all : of 
Preachers that I ever converſed with concerning it. An attempt 
of this kind was actually made at Mancheſter; but the three 
Preachers trampled it as mire 5 their feet, In ſhort, the ſcheme 
failed. At Leeds, in the year 1154, ſome time during the Con- 
ference, Mr, Weſley held a conlultation with ſeveral . 
concerning the ordination of Preachers for America. The plan 
either did not meet with their approbation, or they were not willing 
to countenance it outwardly ; fo the meeting was abruptly broken 
up by Mr, Weſley's going out. | 
Mr. Whatcoat and Mr. Vaſey having offered themſelves for 
America, met Mr. Wefley, Dr. Coke, and Mr. Creighton, in Briſ- 
tol, Mr, elf} conſecrated Dr. Coke to be a Superintendent, or, 
as the Doctor called it, a Bishop; and Mr. Whatcoat and Mr. 
Vaſey were firſt ordained Deacons, and then Elders, Dr. Coke and 
Mr. Creighton aſſiſting Mr. Welley on the occaſion. © They then 
bought Gowns and Bands, like the Clergy of the Church, and the 
Dottor, with the two Elders, went to America, to conſecrate Mr. 
Aſbury, and ordain Deacons and Elders, * 
In the Minutes of the Conference 1485, Mr, Weſley publiſhed 
his reaſons for taking theſe ſteps. The following clauſe will ſhew 
his mind on the ſubjeQ: “ Lord King's Account of the Primitive 
Church convinced me many years ago, That Biſhops and Prelby- 
ters are 'the ſame Order, and conſequently have the ſame right io 
ordain, For many years I have been importuned from time to time, 
to exerciſe this right, by ordaining part of our travelling Preachers, 
But I have ſtill refuſed, not only Pe Peace-ſake ; but becauſe I was 
determined as little as poſſible to violate the eſtabliſhed Order ofthe 
national Church to which I belonged.” See the whole account, 
Armin. Mag. Vol. viii. p. 600. Cab, 
Mr, Welley abridged the Book of Common Prayer, firſt for 
the Americans; and afterwards, with ſome variations, publiſhed 
it for the Methodifls at large, 1 found this in uſe at Snowsfields 
and Wapping Preaching-Houſes, when I was appointed for London 
in the year 1786. ' uſed it a few times till Mr, Welle 
came to Town, I then ſaid many things againſt continuing to do. 
ſo, and he gave me leave to fo, as 1 pleaſed; 1 accordingly 4 
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aſide. My reaſon for this, was not that I believed it wrong to uſe 
it, or thatany thing in it was injured by Mr, Weſley ; but becauſe 
he and his curates continued to uſe the old one. i ſaw no pro- 
pricey in this condut, and therefore bore my teſlimony againſt it, 
ut _ people who called themſelves ſlrict church-folks, had 
other reaſons for not uſing ite When they ſaw that all the Saints“ 
Days, the Athanaſian and Nicene Creeds, ſeveral of the Articles of 
Religion, and many of the Pſalms, were left out, they rejefted it 
2 and it is not uſed yet but in a very few Towns in 
ngland. | 

_ the conference in 1785, Mr. Weſley, Dr, Coke, and Mr. 
Creighton ordained Mr. Pawſon, Mr. Hanby, and Mr, J. Taylor, 
in the ſame manner they had done Meſſrs. Whatcoat and Vaſey. 
© At the conference 1786, ſix or ſeven were ordained, ſome of 

whom went to the Weſt Indies, and ſome to Scotland. Some of 
theſe Miniſters have ordained others, ſometimes in conjunction with 
Mr. Welley, or Dr. Coke, and ſometimes without either of them, 
which Mr, Weſley approved of, and conſidered their authority equal 
with his own in this particular, Biſhops and Elders, in his account; 
—_ the ſame order. 

At the conference 1788, Mr, Weſley conſecrated Mr. Mather 
a Biſhop, in the manner he had done Dr, Coke; and not long be- 
fore his death, he ordained Mr. Henry Moore and Mr. Rankin. 
And I am certain he never repented of the ſteps he had taken. He 
believed what he had done was agreeable to the will of God ; he 
went into Eternity with that perſuaſion ; and who can prove that 
he was miſtaken ? But he did not conſider all this as making him a 
Diſſenter, His thoughts on this head are publiſhed over and over: 
the ſubſtance of which you have in the Magazine for 1789, p. 45. 
which for the ſake of thoſe who have not the Magazines, mall 
here 1 e | , J 

6 ueſtion properly refers (when I ſpeak of a ſeparation 
from the Church — 2 and Ea 8 duch Was 
that of Mr. Ingham's people firſt, and afterwards that of Lady 
Huntingdon's, whoall agreed to form themſelves into a ſeparate 
body without delay ; to go to Church no more, and to have no 
35 connection with the Church of England, than with the Church 

ome, 

Such a ſeparation I have always declared againſt, and certainly 
it will not take place 1 ever it does) while I hve, But a kind of 
ſeparation has already taken place, and will inevitably ſpread, 
though by ſlow degrees. Thoſe Miniſters, ſo called, who neither 
live nor preach the Goſpel, I dare not ſay, are ſent of God. Where 
one of theſe is ſettled, many of the Methodiſts dare not attend his 
, miniſtry; ſo if there be no other Church in that neighbourhood, 

they go to Church no more, This 1s the caſe in a few places 
already, and it will be the caſe in more, and no one can juſtly blame 
me for this, neither is it contrary to any of my profeſſions.“ wh 
* | eſe 
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Theſe are the principal alterations which Mr, Weſley (in con- 
junftion with Dr. Coke and other Miniſters who had been in the 
Church) made in the Methodiſt- plan: — The time of divine ſervice 
from being early in the morning to church hours: — The mixi 
Clergymen (as they were ſtill called) and Laymen in the pubic 
worſhip :—The ordaining Deacons, Elders, and Biſhops:— The 
abridging the Prayer-Book and appointing it to be u the 
Methodiſts, | ; 

III. I ſhall now ſum up the reaſons for, and againſt the 
Methodiſts being church-people, and ſhew what we really are. | 

Firſt, What reaſons are 7 produced to prove that the 
Methodiſts are church-people? — 

1. The advocates for our being cedar” ſay, they have 
no objettion to the hierarchical conſtitution of the church. They 
are willing to allow the King to be the supreme head of the Church 
on earth, They do not 4 mt of Archbiſhops, Bi , Deans, 
Archdeacons, Rural Deans, Prebendaries, Canons, ReQtors, Vicars, 
Curates, &c, &c. And as this hierarchy is one material cauſe of 
non-conformity, they think, they cannot with propriety be called 
Diſſenters while they approve of it. | | EP 

2, They fay, 74 lieve all the Doftrines of the Church: 
They approve of the Book of Common Prayer, the Creeds, Arti- 
cles, and Homilies of the Church. So that as to what they believe, 
they will not allow that there is the leaſt pretence for-calling them 
Diller deckire;” that AVN 664 get ling the forks 

L eclare, that t ave no ſeruple n 
or Ker, condutting Grp br of the 3 . The having 
different parts of the ſervice in different parts of the Church ; bow- 
ing or courteſying at the name of Jeſus ; gning with the croſy in 
baptiſm; the dreſs of the miniſters, and the habits of their ſeveral 

. N and every thing elſe in the rites and ceremonies of the 
church they allow to be right; and therefore they contend that they 
are church- people. f 

4. They affirm, that they _—_— of the diſcipline of the 
church, meaning thereby the whole of the eccleſiaſtical law, as fat 
as it is known, I put in as far as it is known, becauſe it is ex- 
ceedingly embarraſſed, by being mixed with the laws of the land. 
This will appear from the following extract from Burn: „The 
eccleſiaſtical law of England is compounded of theſe four main 
ingredients; the civil law, the canon law, the common law, and the 
ſtatute law. - Where theſe laws do interfere and croſs each other, 
the order of preference is this: The civil law ſubmitteth to the 
canon law; both of theſe to the common law; and all the three to 
the ſtatute law. So that from any one or more of theſe, withous 
all of them together, or from all of theſe together, without atten- 
ding to their comparative obligation, it is not poſſible to exhibit 
any diſtin proſpett of the Engliſh eccleſiaſtical conſtitution.” But 
if the church laws are . of as far as they are known, thoſe 
who approve of them are ſo far not Diſſenters, | 
6+ They 
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5- They ficongly urge their practice as a proof of their bein 
church-people, — church to hear ſermons, to join in — 
prayers, to have their children baptized, to receive the Lord's Sup- 
per, &c. Kc. And they look upon thoſe as either ignorant or 
wicked who call them Diffenters, 1 
I believe theſe are the ſtrongeſt reaſons that can be produced, 
in favour of thoſe who ſay they are church- people. Let us ſecondly, 
obſerve what is generally urged by thoſe 1 che Methodiſts are 
Diſſenter s. | | | 
1. All che places of worſhip nelonging to the. Methodiſts, are 
licenſed; agreeable to the toleration a And whateyer we call 
them, they are in fact, as much dissenting mecting-houses as any in 
che kingdom. The law knows. nothing of them unleſs they be 
either epiſropal churches or chapels, or diſſenting meeting-houſes. 
And how can peoplo conſtantly - worſhip God in ſuch places, and 
be /diflenters? By the 1 W. c. xviii. ſ. 46. it appears, that, 
«© Hfa man be a profeſſed chuich- man, and his conſcience will permit 
him ſometimes to; go to meetings. inſtead of coming to church, the 
aRioftoleration {hall not excuſe him; for it was not made for ſuch 
people.” When ſome of our people, not long ſince, applied to 
a Biſhop for a licenſe; they were told, You, muſt not only profeſs 
youſſelves diſſenters; you muſt declare that you ſcruple to attend 
the ſervice or ſacraments of the church, or we can grant you no 
relief: for the at in queſtion was made only for thoſe who have 
theſe ſcruples. See a full account of this, in the Life of Mr. 
— the Rev. Dr. Coke, and, the Rev. Henry Moore, pages 
„ 49 | 
Mc The Preachers are either licenſed as diſſenting miniſters, or 
chey are not licenſed at all. If they be not licenſed, they fly in 
the face of the law, and are (by the 22 C, 2. c. i. ſ. g.) liable to a 
fine of aol. for the firſt offence : and for every other offence 40l. 
If they be licenſed, it muſt be as diſſenting Teachers, and there is 
no diſtinftion in law, as to different degrees of diſſent. Surely 
chen, if both Places and Miniſters be ſuch, they muſt be diſſenters 
who attend them. = | 
g · The firſt Founders of the conneftion have formed regular plans, 
made rules of an eccleſiaſtical nature perfetily diſtintt from 
the law: of the church. By theſe rules the people have been, and 
are governed. The preachers have been regularly appointed every 
ear to the charge of many hundreds of congregations, without 
being under any control from the Biſhops, and without being any 
way accountable to them as the heads of the church, The law on 
this article is very ftrift : 45 W boever ſhall affirm, that it is lawful 
for any ſort of miniſters and lay-perſons, or either of them, to 
join together and make rules, orders, or conſtitutions, in cauſes 


-- eccleſiaſtical, without the King's authority, and ſhall ſubmit them- 


ſelves to be ruled and governed by them ; let them be excommuni- 
e cated ip fatto, and not reſtored until they repent, and publicly 
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revoke thoſe their wicked and anabaptiſlical errors.“ The ac ef 
toleration affords no relief from this law, but to avowed diſſenters. 
What then are they who talk of being church- people, and tram- 
ple upon the laws of the church ? | zl 

4. The ſervice is in many of the preaching·houſes in chureh- 
hours, ſo that the people cannot go to church without neglecting 
their o places of *' worſhip. This is 3 the eaſe in 
London, in the City-road, Weſt-ſtreet, Snowsfields, "Wappin 
Lambeth-marſh, and Spitalfields ; in Deptford,” Phymouth- Dock, 
Portland-Chapel, Briſtol, Bath, Kingſwood, Birmingham in Cole- 

#hill-Street and Deritend ; in Dudley, Tunſtall, Sheffield, Notting- 
ham, Huntſlet, 'Mancheſter, Cheſter, Warrington, * Liverpool, 
Delph, Greetland, ' Bradſhaw, and many other places. In ſome 
of theſe places the ſervice is performed exatly in the dilfenters* 
manner, having no form of prayer, except the Lord's prayer, In 
others, the abridgment of the book of common prayer is uſed ; in 
which, beſides many alterations in the ſervice, there is à form for 
-ordaining miniſters, quite different in many reſpetts from the form 
of the eſtabliſhed church, the one being epiſcopal, the other- per- 
feAly preſbyterian, agreeable. to E many of the 8 
have been ordained.” W e Kae, , w6k 

Where the ſervice is not avowedly in church- hours, it might 
as well be ſo; for the preachers in general are travelling from place 
to place during divine ſervice, to ſupply the different congregations 
| 4 their own care. And as moſt of our people love 0 heat their 
own preachers in preference to any others, 'thoufands of them 
make it a conſtant praftice to go from one place to another, with, 
or after their preachers, and never , go to church for years to- 
gether, This 1s particularly the caſe in Yorkſhire, and in moſt 


places where the preaching is at one, or two o'clock, * Surely theſ 
will allow that they are diſſenters, ys 


5. It is not uncommon to hear ſome Methodiſts'talk' againſt go- 
ing to church, and aſſign as a reaſon for ſo doing, that the fervice 
is tedious and dead, and that the miniſter is ignorant, wicked, 
and idle. Many of theſe never go to church, no not to the 
Lord's Supper, Gus totally neglett that moſt ſacred otdinance !?! 
" Theſe, as far as I recollett, are the chief reaſons in favor of thoſe 
who ſay the Methodiſts are diſſenters, And from this view. of the 
babe 8 ſides, may it not fill be aſked, what” ate the Me- 
dhodige 7 | | Run 
If a flranger to us ſhould look into an Engliſh Dictionary for 
information, he reads oppoſite to the, word Methodiſt, A new kind 
oſ Puritans lately ariſen ; or, a new'Seft ; or ſomething equally in- 
determinate, Should he inquire of the Biſhops and epiſcopal Clergy, 
he would generally be told, They are Enthukaſts, Heretics, or a 
kind of Diſſenters. Should a Lawyer be aſked, the anfwer would 
be much the ſame. What then are we ? for we are not content with 
theſe definitions, The queſtion has nothing to do with dofrines ; 
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therefore bringing them in as any kind of proof, is nothing: I be- 
lieve the doftrines of the church; ſo do millions of diſſenters. Nor 
will it do for a conſequential talker about the old plan to urge, 
that he is a churchman, | 8A he ſometimes goes to church to te- 
ceive the ſacrament ; for ſo do numbers of known, avowed diſſenters. 
Neither does the queſtion relate to ſome individuals among us, N 
Who, when well, never miſs going to church. But the queſtion is, 
What is the Methodist-Constitution? And J hall give the anſwer in 
Mr. Weſley's own words ; which though I am not ſure that they are 
inted, yet I am willing to gointo Eternity declaring that he ſaid 
them to me, and I know not that he has not ſaid them to hundreds: 
his words were, As ſoon as I am dead, the Methodiſts will be a re- 
| gular Preſbyterian Church,” And he did not mean that we ſhould 
ome ſuch by making any alterations in our Goverment, but he 
meant, that kts-death would make us 5uch. While he lived, he was the 
head, the Biſhop : but as ſoon as he died, all his power died with him: 
He left no ſucceſſor, he could leave none. Our conſtitution therefore 
immediately and neceſſarily differed from what it was the moment 
before, juſt as the Dutch Government does from the Engliſh, 
People, in general, do not diſtinguiſh betwixt the Methodiſts 
with Mr. Welley at their head; and the Methodiſts without him, 
The Preachers know the diſtinftion well; and the circular letter 
that was ſent out, dated at Halifax, the very month in which he died, 
roves that they underſtood their conſtitution thoroughly. Our 
Duarterly Meetings anſwer to thoſe church-meetings in Scotland 
called the Presbytery ; our District Meetings agree exattly with tha 
Synod ; and the Conference with the General Assembly. We ate not 
"Foixcopalians, we cannot be, We are not Independents, we will 
not be; becauſe it would deſtroy the Itinerant Plan, which is, in 
one ſenſe, the very life of Methodiſm, and which we are determined 
to perpetuate. Therefore we muſt, as to our constitution, be 
Presbyterians, whatever we may chooſe to call ourſelves, | 
o If it be true, (as bas been mentioned before, in Mr, Weſley's 
logy for ordaining) that“ 5 and Preſbyters are the ſame 
Order, te then we may as well be called Epiſcopalians as Preſby- Y 
terians. And agreeable to this notion, Dr. Coke calls our con- 
* neftion in America, © The Methodiſt-Epiſcopal-Church,”” But I 
doubt this will not- ſatisfy thoſe who wiſh to be thought proper 
members of the Church of England / by 
Perhaps it will be leſs exceptionable, and take in the whole truth, 
if I ſay, Methodiſts that were in  conneftion with the late 
Rev. John Welley, are in general, in their judgment and affeftions, 
on the ſide of the ables church; in their conſtitution or church- 
government they are mild preſbyterians, admitting among them 
pious people of any perſuaſion ; and in their praftice, ſome of them 
go regularly to church in (what are a canonical hours; others 
- occaſionally conform, as many other diſſenters do, in receiving 
the Lord's Supper; and many thouſands of them are ſimply hearers 
of their own preachers, and ſeldom go any where elſe. hr. 
: ; | 7 . us 
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IV. Thus r viewed the riſe and original plan of Metho- 
diſm; having traced out the principal changes that have taken 
place, and ſummed up what is N advanced for and againſt 
our being church- people; and aying ewn what we really are; 
J proceed to point out the moſt likely plan to keep us united, 

1, It has been ſuggeſted, That as the Methodiſts in general are 
not conscientious dissenters, but real well wiſhers tothe church, ſome 
method * be adopted to unite them more cloſely to it. For in- 
ftance, if the King and the Biſhops were willing, a given number 
of the Preachers (ſuppoſe all who have travelled ſeven years with a 
fair charatter) might be ordained, and all our chapels might be 
made tributary to & Biſhops ; and that without the leaſt injury to 
either the Church or the Methodiſt-Plan. For the conditions of 
ordination might be ſuch, as would preclude the Preachers from in- 
truding n the State Clergy; and the terms upon which the 
chapels ſhould become tributary, might be ſuch as would preſerve 
them from ever being put to any other uſe than was originally in- 
tended, I ſhall take the liberty to mention a few e e which 
will illuſtrate my meaning. 0 

1. Let no Preacher be ordained but thoſe recommended by the 
Conference, and let that recommendation be deemed ſuſſicient. 

2. Let no Preacher, ordained on this plan, be permitted to oſſi - 
ciate in any of the Churches, without a ſpecial licenſe from a Biſh 
for that —_ and ifany preacher be ſo licenſed, lethim be an 
out of the ethodiſt-connettion.; and let no regular Clergyman 
officiate in any of our chapels. 3 
3. Let none of the Preachers perform the rite of marriage in 
England or Ireland; but let thoſe who are ordained bury the dead, 
baptize, and adminiſter the Lord's Supper, provided they never re- 
celve any ny for doing any thing of this kind; but that all the 
dues be regularly paid to the b Miniſters. 1 

4. Let the ſervice of the Church as by law eſtabliſhed, be re- 
, uſed in all our chapels where ſervice is in church-hours, 

e ordained Preachers only to wear the dreſs of the Clergy, and 
adminiſter the Ordinances, | ; 
5. Let the Methodiſt- plan remain entire, as it reſpe&s Itinerancy, 
Circuits, Diſtrifts, Conferences, and every kind of Meeting, 
and the whole of our Diſcipline as at preſent. 

6. Let the Preachers be ſo far ſubjeQ to the mg uriſdiction, 
that any of the Biſhops may be preſent at our Conferences, 
while the Probationers—andthe Preachers” charattersare examined; 
and let any ſuch Biſhop propoſe any queſtion, relating to our doc- 
trine or diſcipline, that he may wiſh to have cleared up; and if he, 
haveany charge againſt a Preacher, let him bring it | br when 
that Preacher's charafter is examining, the ſame as any Preacher 
does. And let every Preacher that is excluded from the connec+ 
tion, be alſo legally debarred from exerciſing his office- as an or- 
dained Miniſter, . 5 6 

| | C | 7. Let 
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7, Let all the chapels in the conneftion be regiſtered in the 
Biſhops' books; and let each chapel pay to the Biſhop of the dioceſe 
in which it ſtands, five ſhillings a year for every hundred pounds 
which it coſt, as a compenſation for his trouble. 

Such are the rough outlines of a ſcheme, that if adopted, might 
bring kalfa million of people into the ſtricteſt union with the 
Church. And if ſomet . this kind be not dose, will not 
thoſe be to blame who oppoſe it 7 I am not one of thoſe, 

II. Some who have ſuppoſed there was no poſſibility of the 
above plan bey om have propoſed our petitloning Parliament 
for a repeal of thoſe penal laws which are ſo oppreſſive to us; par- 
ticularly the Conventicle Af; that we might tho liberty to wor- 
ſhip God in peace, without being obliged to equivocate in order to 
get a licenſe, But what ho ive we of this ? If the Biſhops 
would not come into the above-mentioned plan, { which would do 
them more honour, befides increaſing their revenue, than ſanc- 
tioning an Att of Parliament ) ſurely they will oppoſe any thing of 
the ſort, What then ſhall a people do, who greatly love the Church, 
and yet cannot in conſcience leave the Methodiſts ? To be conſiſ- 
tent as far as they can, is certainly their duty, If then we muſt 
and will be called church-people, * which I have not the ſmalleſt 
objettion) and if we be determined, as a body, to convince the 
world that we are ſincerely attached to the Church, and will pre- 
vent a diſſent from it as much as we can, let us immediately 
1. Reduce our places of worſhip to the original ſimplicity which 
was obſerved for many years, in building, naming, and laying them 
out. There were no 4 pews; but plain — with- 
out backs to them. Such were thoſe in Dublin, Cork, and Briſtol, 
when I was in thoſe cities. Mr. Welley would not even call them 
 Preaching-houſes 3; but called that at Newcaſtle upon Tyne, The 
Orphan Houle, that at Briſtol, &c. The New Room, or ſimply, 
The Room. Compare theſe with the chapels, as they are now 
called, in the City-Road, in Bath, in Oldham-ftreet, Mancheſter, 
c. ! ! Why were communion-tables and painted 1 
prepared ? Why is every thing in, and about the Preaching-houſes 
| a. to reſemble e Ga and called Chapels? Was it that a 
ſeparation might (to uſe Mr, Weſley's words) * inevitably spread ! 
Or was it to deceive people—to make them think that they were. 
Church-chapels? Alter theſe things without delay; and keep te 
the Old Plan, | | 
2. Let all the preachers dreſs like other people, not like Miniſters, 
This wasonce ſeriouſly intended; I know not how it was prevented. 
Baal's prieſts put on black coats to hide the dirt occaſioned by the 
ſmoke of their ſacrifices; and ſome miniſters of the goſpel have 
adopted their cuſtom, perhaps, for its grave appearance, We con- 
form to it on the ſame ground that we uſe the term Reverend ; not 
becauſe we are fond of flattering titles, or particular habits ; but be- 
cauſe the State Clergy might — ſuppoſe, chat we _—_— 
— 


* 


19) 
ledged them the only miniflers of Chriſt. Now, if we be not Mi- 


niſters, let us lay aſide the name and thedreſs immediately I have 
not the leaſt objettion to begin, and try whether we cannot do as 
much good in Brown, Green, or White, as in Black or Blue. 
g. Let every place of worſhip in the connettion be ſhut in 
canonical hours, L no Preachings, Prayers, Lovefcalis, Claſs- 
meetings, nor any kind of 2 ſuffered on any account, in 
either Chapel or Houſe belonging to the Methodiſts, between the, 
hours of ten and twelve in the forenoon, and two and four in the 
afternoon, The old methodiſt-hours for preaching on Sundays 
were ſeven in the morning, five in the evening, and in countr 
Places, in the middle of the day, fo as to be done before Church 
lime. Adopt theſe times of worſhip. directly, or bluſh to name 
the Old Plan Will you object that, there is a heavy debt on 
the Chapels, the intereſt of which cannot be paid but by having 
ſervice in Church-hours ? Would you then trample under foot 
the Old Plan for filthy lucre? You that are fond of quoting 
ſcraps of Mr. Weſley's writings, making him ſpeak what he nevec 
meant, what think ye would he ſay to ſuch a reaſon as this, for 
making yourſelves ridiculous in the efleem of both Churchmen 
and Diſſenters ? 

Perhaps you will ſay, „It is not the Chapels nor the Preachers, 
nor the time s of Service that make us Difſenters ; but the having 
the Ordinances of Baptiſm and the Lord's — — adminiſtered 
among us, this alone can conſtitute us proper Diſſenters.“ I have 
heard this poſſitively afferted, over 2 — by men whom I greatly 
reſpett; and I have ſometimes ſaid but little to them, becauſe I faw 
they could not bear it ; but I ought, in arguing on a _ like 
this, to know no man after the fleſh; I therefore now alſert, that 
(his is an abſolute falſhood! And I hereby call upon any man in, 
or out of the ſociety, to prove from the Civil, Canon, Com- 
mon, or Statute Laws, of this Empire, that either the adminiſtra» 
tion of Baptiſm, or the Lord's Supper, or both of them. together, 

1. is the excluſive teſt of a People's being Diſſenters. If any perſon 
will prove this, I promiſe ingenuouſſy to own my ſelf miſtaken :; 
Till then, I hold all who read this pamphlet ſuch as. I hope 
1 ſhall never be, if they attempt to urge this any more. But is 

not receiving the Sacrament the only religious qualification required 
by the Corporation and Teſt, Akts, of a man's belonging tothe 
hurch of England? It is; and therefore thoſe laws are ofnoſervice 

10 the nation, foraſmuch as they cannot preclude a, bad man from 
any office, Civil or Military, Nor are they at all in point ; for, 

| they do not ſay that you muſt receive the Sacrament no where 
elſe ; you may receive it every day, where, and ho you pleaſe, 
and be, in this ſenſe, as good a Churchman in Law, as any in the 
Empire, provided, you. receive it ſometimes. at Church. The 
Words of the law are, © By the 2g C. 2. c. 2, Every perſon. 
«bo ſhall be admitted into any office civil or military, or ſhall re- 
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ceive any pay by reaſon of any patent or grant from the King, or 
ſhall hoe — 3 or les of truſt in En land or in the = 
or ſhall have any ſervice or employment in thekin 's houſhold, ſhall 
within three months after his admiſhon, receive the Sacrament ac- 
cording to the uſe of the church of Engtand, in ſome public church 
on the Lord's day, immediately after ie ſervice. and ſermon,”” 
This Law therefore excludes none from any of theſe offices, but 
thoſe who ſcruple to receive the Lord's Supper in the church of 
England form, Hence there are many Diſſenters in very important 
truſts, by. occaſionally conforming to the uſage of the Church in 
this particular, who nevertheleſs receive the Sacrament in their 
own way, as often as is cuſtomary in the congregations to which 
they belong. In ſhort, a man mult be a ſtranger to the laws of En- 
gland, not to know, that the whole ſtreſs of thoſe clauſes, or as, 
which deſcribe Diſſenters, is laid upon Public Worshap alone ; 
ſuch as joining in prayer, or hearing a ſermon, in other places 
than the Epiſcopal churches, Shut up then your places of wor- 
ſhip in church hours, and go to church agreeable to the 01d Plan ; 
or ceaſe to call yourſelves church 22 leſt both churchmen and 
diſſenters ſhould call you methodiſtical deceivers, and prove you 
ſuch! !! There muſt be no excuſe. ee 
4. Let any of the Epiſcopal Miniſters, who think it a fin to be 
any longer under the juriſdiction of the n or, Who may be 
perſecuted and driven out of the church, or who from any conſci- 
entious motive may come among us, be appointed to circuits in 
common with the other preachers, dreſs as they do, and never ad- 
'minifter the Ordinances on any pretence whatever, Ifany diſtinttion 
be allowed but what ariſes from age and merit, you do nothing to 
the purpoſe upon this plan. Every Clergyman that renounces 
the Jurildiction of the Biſhops, as all do who are employed regularly 
in our Preaching-houſes, is as much a Diſſenter in law, and in 
fact, as any Preacher. Therefore thoſe who plead for the admi- 
niſtration of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper 22 among us, 
pretending that they are church people, becauſe theſe men were epiſ- 
copally ordained, may as well plead that the people of England are 
all Roman Catholics, becauſe they were ſo four hundred years ago, 
Beſides, if theſe Methodiſtical Clergymen are {till really and — 
perly Church Miniſters, and that every thing they do is of the ſame 
nature and authority with what is done by the regular Clergy, and 
nothing more; where is the need of _— the pariſh miniſters? 
Why provoke them by a condutt ſo prepoſterous 8 leſſen 
their revenue ? I Þ 
I ſhould be ſorry if any perſon ſuppoſed I intended to offend an 
of the clergy : There is nothing further from my thoughts. Thoſe 
who are with us, I hope, make no pretenſions to their being Church- 
men as they have all joined in ordaining Preſbyterian Miniſters, 
Dr. Coke has ingenuouſly told the world his sentrments in his Ser- 
mon preached at the Ordination of the Rev, Francis on p. 6. 
. 222 | R London 
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London Edition, 1985. He there avows his diſſent, and calls che 
union betwixt the Church and the State antichristian 117 If 
any preference be given to theſe diſſenting Clergy it will be impoſ- 
ſible to make the world believe you are Church People, br ſatisfy 
the Preachers, wi | 
| 5. Let no more licences be taken out foreither Preachers pr 
Preaching-houſes ; but land to the conſequences, ſhould you be 
brought before the Rulers for not taking them. Had this point 
been attended to from the beginning, we ſhould haye had our 
grievances redreſſed long ſince. Mr, Weſley adviſed thepreachers 
not to take out licences. And ſeveral of us have followed his ad- 
vice, and never have taken any, What kind ofa being is a licensed 
dissenting churchman ? N 4 
Suppoſe this plan could be conſiſtently reduced to ** we 
might then ſay with ſome propriety, that we wiſhed to keep as neas 
1 the church as we could. if it be not, it is not my fault. | 
III. Should both theſe ſchemes fail, or be rejefted, I know but 
one way remaining, that will preſerve us from confulion namely, 
by attending to the following particulars. WAP 
I. By no means make # formal W from the - Church. 
We ate not called to this at preſent, It would anſwer no good end 
to the eonneRtion, and would certainly drive away many very ex- 
cellent people. 2 as ſtrongly as eyer the preaching on Sunday 
Mornings at ſeven, and on Sunday Eyemags after church time. 
Let every one that is fo diſpoſed, go to church; and lęt no one con- 
ſider lach a perſon as acting contrary to any rule of ours, becanſe 
he or ſhe does not chooſe to attend our ſervice in church time, Upon 
this plan every individual may enjoy all the privileges of the Society, 
and yet go to church as often as there is ſervice in it. This is at 
that any reaſonable chriſſian can deſire, x e Bye 
2. Let all who chooſe to attend our ſervice inchurch-hours have 
the ſame liberty. Going to church was never a condition of being 
in our ſociety, Thoſe therefore who attempt to make it ſuch, are 
endeavouring to ſubvert the Old Plan. But it is objefted; *1f 
ſervice be wel in our chapels in church-hours, the people will 
not be ſatisfied unleſs they have the Sacrament alſo,” This 1s 
moſt undoubtedly true. And would it not grieve you if the people 
were ſatisfied without it? Could you think much of the religion 
of a 2 that pretended great love to the bleſſed Jeſus who 
ſhed his precious blood to redeem their ſouls, if they negletted 
the “ dear memorials of his dying love?” Is it not enough to 
make us aſhamed to look God in the face, when we refle& 
the nature and importance of the Lord's 9 and conſider how 
it is treated by many of the Methodiſts | Some are careleſs about 
it ; others, in a trifling ſpirit, ſay they receive it as the Qunkers go! 
On the other hand, hundreds in Briſtol, Mancheſter, Birmingham, 
Liverpool, and ſcores of places beſide, who wiſh to receive it from the 
men of God who were the injtruments of their ſalvation, are 


obliged 
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_ obliged to pine in ſecret for want of it, Shall careleſs triflers, who 


negle& this ſacred ordinance, be countenanced on one hand, and 
ſerious people bg lighted on the other ? Beſide, how many excellent 
e have een driven from us, for want of having an opportunity 

thus to“ ſhew forth the Lord's death!“ Do you ſay, © Let 

them go away! Shame burn your cheek !”” may they not reply, 

Go you away ? have they not an equal right to ſay ſo? Try whe- 
ther they cannot do without you. But it will make us Diſſenters, 
and be contrary to the Old Plan which the Preachers agreed to 
follow.” The firſt part of this objettion is anſwered, It will 
no more make you Diſſenters than meeting a claſs or a band at 
three o'clock on Sunday-afternoon will, nor ſo much. Let him 
that can, confyte me, and I will yield. It is public worship, not 
the ſacrament excluſively, that the laws take knowledge of. 
Though you receive it every week in your own chapels, you need 
not be Diſſenters unlefs you chooſe, The latter part of the objection 
is equally groundleſs, e old Plan which the Preachers agreed 
to follow has no alluſion that 1 know of to the Sacraments. * Our 
words are, Min. p. 23. We engage to follow firifly the plan 

which Mr. Weſley left us at his death.“ The Sacraments were ad- 
miniſtered by feveral of the ordained Preachers before Ms. Welley's 
death. That of Baptiſm in various places, without any ordination 
at all, Mr. Weſley knew this ; and they knew him not, or they 
belie their conſciences, who ſay, he could not help it, Nay, Mr. 


Weſley himſelf took Mr. Myles, who never was ordained, within 


the rails at Dublin, to aſſiſt him in giving the Lord's Supper! Mr. 
Welley designed the Lord's Supper to be adminiſtered by the 
ordained Preachers, or why did he at their ordination, aſk them, 
Will you then give your faithful diligence, always ſo to miniſtet 
the docti ine and SACRAMENTS.—as the Lord hath comman- 
ded ? And why elſe did he deliver the Bible into their hands, ſa vs 
- "theſe words, 4 Take thou authority to preach the Word of 8 , 
and to adminiſter the holy SACRAMENTS in the congregation ““ 
You may ſay, This was, for Scotland or America, I ſay, It 
was no ſuch thing. The Reverend Meſlrs. Mather, Moore, &c. 
were not ordained for either Scotland or America, any more than L 
was. Therefore, the people who deſire it, having the Lord's —_— 
from the Preachers whom the Conference may authoriſe to adminilter 
it, is no breach of the plan left by Mr. Weſley, nor the ſmalleſt 
infringement on the engagement of the — Common 
ſenſe will convince - man, that the Conference would never 
make an engagement ſo unſcriptural in its nature, and injurious in 
its conſequences, as that of ſhutting out the Sacrament would be, 
Nay, it would be breaking the plan which Mr. Weſley left at his 
death, if they had ſo engaged, The plan which the Conference 
will ttrifly follow is, that No Preacher ſhall be ſtationed for 
any Circuit above two years ſucceſſively, unleſs God has been 


pleafed 
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. aright, for Chriſt's ſake, Amen, 
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pens to uſe him as an inſlrument of a remarkable refival,"! What 1 
a 


s this to do with a preacher's giving the Sacramentg by the ap- 
pointment, or permiſſion of the Conference, to thoſt people in his 
circuit WHO DESIRE IT ? If you would hinder this by com- 
pulsion, becauſe you do not approve of it, would you not fine, im- 
ſhould enjoy his CHRISTIAN LIBERTY ? _ You may ſay 
No: but God knows, I would not truſt you out of my power. 
The conference engaged further, to maintain the Methodift plan 
of Claſſes, Bands, Love-feaſts, Wetch-nights, and Quarterly- 
meetings, as Mr, Weſley left them. e 
Will che granting all that is wiſhed for, interfere wich this en- 
gement? You know it will not.“ But this plan will increaſe 


| 2 Preachers influence too much.“ This objettion I do not under - 


ſtand, For my own part, I live fincerely beloved by many thou- 
ſands of good people, who have profited £m mini „This is 
all the Ale want, and I think my hos are herein like- 
minded. What can any Preacher gain by his influence, except an 
opportunity of being more uſeful? You * do not envy him 
this To conclude for the preſent, 8 or a reply) I give it 
as my opinion, that while all the Methodiſts who chooſe it, go to 
church; and all who do not, have full liberty to receive the ordi- 


nances from their own Preachers, under the diretion and control 


of the Conference, the conneflion will fland, as a part of the 
Church of Chriſt, on the rock of ages, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it, But if a ſpirit of intolerance ſhould prevail, 
2 diviſion will be unavoidable ; and thoſe Bigots who cauſe it 

muſt anſwer to God for the conſequences, May God lead us all | 
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An Appendix. 


Since I publiſhed the firſt edition of this pamphlet, (about eight 
months ago) I have had frequent opportunities. of hearing the 
general opinion concerning it. And it gives me pleaſure to find, 
that a great majority, of thoſe whoſe judgment I think of any con- 
ſequence, upon the whole, approve of it. The#fizſt edition is en- 
tirely diſpoſed of, and ſeveral- hundreds of this are beſpoke. 
This encourages me to hope that my deſign in publiſhing it, as en- 
preſſed in the Title-Page, will in a good degree be un 


n banish, torture, or burn your Brother in Chriſt, ſooner than ; 
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* © Aﬀew perſons have expreſſed great ſurpriſe, that I make it 1 
matter of fuch indifference, Whether people belong to che church, 
or are Diſſenters. To theſe I can only ſay, It is a matter of per- 
fe indifference to me. I have no objettion to the national form 
of worſhip ; but I think every perſon has an unalienable right 
from _ to chooſe What form he pleaſes; and I would rather 


there ſhould be no form, than countenance any ſpecies of perſe- | 
cution: And every'thing is perſecution, that is defigned to force 
men to conform to any mode of religion, or religious opinions. 
Some have thought it would be better to have ſaid nothing 
about the Clergy, eſpecially the Biſhops, as they are quiet at pre- 
ſent, To theſe gentle Spirits I wiſh peace! But Þ think, on a 
more ftri& peruſal of the pamphlet, they will be convinced, that 
1 have paid the Biſhops and Clergy the greateſt reſpe&, by the 
lan I have propoſed of uniting with them. Indeed I have been 
lamed on the other hand, for propoſing any ſuch offers to be made 
to the Biſhops, or for wiſhing to have any thing to do with them. 
But as my main 8 in publiſhing, was to prevent a diviſion 
among our own people, I ftill think what I have written may ſtand 
as it does. If the Methodiſts diſapprove of it, or the Recleſaflical 
powers rejett it, I am not without hopes that it will convinces 
many, of the propriety of uniting to: ſeek relief from the Civil 
Power. We are more oppreſſed than any people in the Land, by 
Laws which were never intended for the ends to which they are 
applied. And that at a time when there are not more loyal ſub- 
jetts than we are, in the Kingdom, nor a people more firmly at- 
tached to the Britiſh Conſtitution; I do not believe there is 4 
Minifler in England, who prays more ſincerely, and conftantly 
for King George and his Family than I de; and, notwithſtanding - 
ſome malevolent inuendoes thrown out by ſome diſaffetted Perſons 
in London, in their © Tyuxzs LetTTERs,” I believe all the 
Preachers are herein like minded, Witneſs our laſt Minutes. If. 
we muſt ſtill groan beneath our burthen, let us at leaſt cleave to- 
gether in love, and allow each other free liberty to uſe the ordi- 
nances of Chriſt, agreeable to the ſacred, dittates of Conſcience 
and the word of God. r 
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BaIsror, March 22, 1793 


; 


* a 
4 * 
* ” #* & * 
18 * : 
* =; 
. «#*; w 
jt * 
82992 $ + # 
* 
# uf 
— 5 
* * 


